Victoria High Country

Featuring the
Autumn Festival
CAPTURE THE SPECTACULAR COLOURS AND
PICTURESQUE SCENERY OF VICTORIA’S HIGH COUNTRY
SEE BRIGHT’S FAMOUS COLOURFUL AVENUES OF HUGE
DECIDUOUS TREES – OAKS, ELMS, POPLARS AND JAPANESE MAPLES
Enjoy the Gala Day parades, entertainment and country stalls of the Bright Autumn Festival,
which includes drives along the colourful avenues and visit a selection of private gardens
Beechworth,
Victoria

See the magnificent alpine scenery
of Mount Buffalo NP, historic Beechworth,
Glenrowan, Ned Kelly Museum, Beechworth
Courthouse Ned Kelly re-enactment, private
tour of Benalla, private tour at Mount Buffalo NP,
cruise on Lake Milawa, visit a nut and
apple orchid, and wine tasting!

Tour price $1990 pp (twin share)
Single price $2520
EXCLUSIVE TO

THIS 8 DAY TOUR DEPARTS 28 APRIL 2022

The best way to explore our beautiful country is
in the comfort of a luxury coach, and an experienced
professional coach captain giving commentary,
as you sit back and relax and enjoy your trip.
Have fun, make new friends with like-minded
travellers, assisted by a group leader.

Tour inclusions

ITINERARY
DAY 1 THURSDAY 28 APRIL
WEST RYDE – GUNDAGAI –
WANGARATTA
This morning we board our modern
luxury coach and depart West Ryde at
8.00am to start our exciting adventure to
the Victoria High Country. Today is basically
a travelling day, so sit back and relax as
we travel south via Goulburn to Gundagai
for lunch (own expense) and also to see
iconic ‘Dog on the Tuckerbox’.
Continue via the twin border towns
of Albury-Wodonga, to Wangaratta
where we stay at the Quality Hotel
Wangaratta Gateway luxury 4.5 star
hotel for 5 nights. Expected arrival is
4.45pm, and later enjoy a 3-course dinner
in our hotel restaurant. O/n Wangaratta
Gateway (B,D)

‘Weary Dunlop’
statue, Benalla
Image courtesy of Benalla Rural City Council.

7 nights in centrally located 4 star
hotel 7 dinners, 7 cooked breakfast
and some lunches All tours and
entry fees as listed in the itinerary
overleaf Luxury modern
5 star seat belt fitted coach
with toilet Experienced
coach captain

DAY 3 SATURDAY 30 APRIL
WANGARATTA – ANNUAL BRIGHT
AUTUMN FESTIVAL
Today we experience the ever popular and
spectacular Annual Bright Autumn Festival,
and we take the ‘snow road’ through the
Milawa gourmet region and Brown Bros
winery to Bright. The entire day is devoted to
the festival and we leisurely and independently
DAY 2 FRIDAY 29 APRIL
enjoy the festivities on the day.
WANGARATTA – GLENROWAN –
There are numerous stalls offering crafts,
BENALLA – SILO ART EXCURSION
collectables, novelties, jewellery, knickToday’s excursion firstly takes us to
knacks, candles, local produce and stacks
Glenrowan and Ned Kelly Museum and big of food stalls covering all sorts of cuisine
‘Ned Kelly’ monument. Also with the use of and Bright has a reputation for the coffee
a self-guided walking map we visit the sites blends. Live music will be playing in
where events occurred and the infamous
different areas, covering all styles, along
shootout, where Ned was arrested.
with circus performers, buskers, etc.
We continue to nearby Benalla a town
The Gala Parade starts around 2pm
with its elegant Victorian-era buildings.
with various marching bands and floats,
Firstly we visit the Benalla Visitors Centre
where schools, community groups,
for collection of maps etc for your free
motivated individuals and the odd person
time after town tour.
to enter a float in the annual parade. It’s
A local guide will join our coach for
a fun and friendly exciting time with teams
a tour featuring war hero ‘Weary Dunlop’
battling to win cash prizes. After the parade
statue, Benalla Ceramic Mural, Lake Benalla, most people move down to the Sound Shell
Museum, Art Gallery, places frequented by where live music is played and ‘Bright’s
the Kelly Gang. Then there is ample time for Got Talent’ begins.
lunch (at own expense) and independently
Late in the afternoon we return to
explore the town.
Wangaratta where again we enjoy another
We return to Wangaratta via Goorambat, 3-course dinner served in our hotel
Devenish and Tungamah to admire some
restaurant. O/n Wangaratta Gateway (B,D)
amazing silo art, as part of the ‘silo art trail’.
In Wangaratta our driver will follow the
‘Heritage Trail’ and point out places of
interest including Memorial Town Hall,
Monument Gardens, The Railway Station,
The Holy Trinity Cathedral and Sir Edward
Dunlop’s Birthplace.
Late in the afternoon we return to our
hotel with some free time to relax before
Benalla Ceramic Mural
our 3-course dinner served in our hotel
restaurant. O/n Wangaratta Gateway (B,D) Image courtesy of Benalla Rural City Council.

ITINERARY
DAY 4 SUNDAY 01 MAY
WANGARATTA – SELECTED GARDENS
& BRIGHT EXCURSION
This morning we return to Bright and
visit the historic museum. Members of the
Historical Society will give a presentation
and a wander around the area with our
group. There is a replica of a Chinese
Josh House on display.
Later, Helen our local guide join our
coach and we visit the small picturesque
town of Porepunkah, featuring a general
store, a hotel and a few speciality shops,
overlooks the picturesque Ovens River
and is surrounded by forests and scenic
mountain ranges.
We travel along the Great Alpine Road
on one of the most beautiful drives in this
area – through the Wandiligong Valley to
Wandiligong. Another small historic village
that started during the gold rush and the
whole town is now protected by the
National Trust and features historical
buildings such as the Manchester Unity
public hall, the general store, several
churches and a number of quaint cottages
The town itself is set in a picturesque
Wandiligong Valley surrounded by forests
and mountain ranges. Today a light lunch
will be included in a delightful new café
in Wandiligong and later we also visit
Nightingales Bros Apple & Nut Farm,
where we can buy fresh and delicious
locally grown alpine apples, chestnuts,
hazelnuts and walnuts.
In the afternoon we return to Bright
and drive around some beautiful streets
displaying spectacular autumn colours!
Then we visit a selection of 3 stunning
gardens, later farewell tour guide and
return to Wangaratta, where again we
enjoy a lovely 3-course dinner served
in our hotel restaurant. O/n Wangaratta
Gateway (B,L,D)

DAY 5 MONDAY 02 MAY
WANGARATTA – MOUNT BUFFALO
EXCURSION
Firstly this morning we visit the Milawa
Cheese Company where their cheeses
made from traditional methods (no
machinery) and is turned and washed
by hands with no added preservatives
or standardisers. The cheeses grow
and develop at their own pace producing
rich, deep long-lasting flavours.
Then we continue to Porepunkah,
located at the foot of Mount Buffalo and
take the Mount Buffalo Road atop of Mount
Buffalo to the historic grand Mount Buffalo
Chalet. Again we are joined by Helen our
local guide, who will take us to visit some
sites with spectacular views over the Gorge,
Sheer cliffs, granite tors and waterfalls.
Milawa Cheese Company

The Horn lookout also has easy access
with a stone lookout shelter perched
precariously atop the cliff overlooks the
surrounding mountains far below.
On our guided short easy walks,
Helen will give an insight on Mount
Buffalo’s home to charismatic Australian
wildlife and 550 species of native plants,
not found anywhere else on Earth,
such as the Buffalo Sallee tree.
During our visit a light lunch will be
included either at Dingo Dell Café or the
Chalet. We leave Mount Buffalo and Helen,
and travel to Myrtleford and drive around
the town and see the ‘Big Tree’, then enjoy
an organised wine tasting at Michelini Wines.
Later return to our hotel for an included
3-course dinner. O/n Wangaratta
Gateway (B,L,D)
Tour includes
Cruise

Paddle steamer on Lake Mulwala
Visit

Milawa Cheese Company
Wine tasting

Michelini Wines
Locally guided tours

Bright and Beechworth
Beechworth Courthouse

Ned Kelly re-enactment
Visit
Nightingales Bros,
Wandiligong

Benalla Street art and nearby silo art.
Nightingale’s nut and apple orchid

Mount Buffalo

ITINERARY
DAY 6 TUESDAY 03 MAY
WANGARATTA – BEECHWORTH –
YACKANDANDAH – ALBURY
We farewell Wangaratta and travel east to
historic Beechworth and to the Beechworth
Court House, where we meet our local
guide for an interesting tour of the town,
which is one of Victoria’s best preserved
gold rush towns.
See the magnificent buildings, 32 of
which are listed by the National Trust and
the beautiful gardens are a legacy of the
gold rush days. This is followed by a private
tour of the historic Courthouse and the
costumed Ned Kelly Trail re-enactment.
The Beechworth Courthouse was built
in 1858 and remained in continuous service
until 1989, and retains its original furniture
and fittings. It was here that Australia’s
most famous bushranger, Ned Kelly,
was committed to stand trial for murder.
His mother Ellen, brothers Dan and Jim
and Uncle Jim Kelly also faced charges
in this courtroom.
Also in the Beechworth Historic and
Cultural Precinct, is included entry to the
Burke Museum, one of the oldest country
museums in Victoria. We take a little time
to wander the Telegraph Station, Town Hall,
and Powder Magazine all part of the
collection of nationally significant buildings.
We visit The Kelly Vault that houses the
original Ned Kelly’s death mask, Ned Kelly’s
gun named Betty, Brother Dan Kelly’s pistol
and the original table from the veranda of
the Anne Jones Hotel. Lunch today is at own
cost and perhaps indulge at the famous
Beechworth Bakery or Billson’s have seating
and delightful food with a display of old
time coaches.
Later we continue to Albury, via
Yackandandah, one of Australia’s prettiest
villages nestled in the foothills of Stanley
State Forest. We visit the Visitor Information
Centre positioned inside the Post Office and
gather some information to independently
explore this tiny picturesque village.
Later we arrive in Albury at the Quality
Resort Siesta. There will some free time to
relax before our 3-course dinner served in
our hotel restaurant. O/n Quality Resort
Siesta (B,D)

Beechworth Post Office

DAY 7 WEDNESDAY 04 MAY
ALBURY – LAKE MILAWA – RUTHERGLEN
WINE REGION EXCURSION
We begin this morning with an orientation
tour of Albury/Wodonga twin towns and
two states, including the Albury Botanic
Gardens and the historic Heritage Listed
Albury Railway Station noted for its
extremely long covered platform.
Then take the Riverina Highway
in NSW (north of the Murray River) via
Howlong and Corowa to the western
shores of Lake Milawa.
Here we board the PS Cumberoona,
a fully restored traditional side-wheeler
paddle steamer, where we enjoy a relaxing
a BBQ lunch cruise on Lake Mulwala, and
piece of Australian history.
We return to Albury along the Murray
Valley Highway (in Victoria) via Rutherglen
with wine tasting at two selected wineries.
Later visit the Hume Dam which is the main
storage on the River Murray system and
supplies water across three states for
irrigated agriculture, town, industry
and domestic supply.
There will some free time to relax
before our 3-course dinner served in
our hotel restaurant. O/n Quality
Resort Siesta (B,L,D)

DAY 8 THURSDAY 05 MAY
ALBURY – WEST RYDE
Today is basically a travelling day and drive
north to Yass, where we break for lunch at
own expense. The Roses Café is popular
and has many choices. Later we continue
via Goulburn to West Ryde, with expected
arrival around 4.45pm. Sadly our tour comes
to an end and our memories will last forever!

Ned Kelly,
Glenrowan

Guaranteed to be unbeatable in price, quality and value

Sydney callers 9807 5188 – outside Sydney FreeCall 1800 067 649

MEMBER

ACCREDITED

Travelabout Tours & Cruises 117 Ryedale Rd, West Ryde NSW 2114 Email sales@travelabouttours.com.au Website www.travelabouttours.com.au
Office hours 10am – 5.30pm Mondays and Tuesdays Home office 10am – 5.30pm Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays

